
  

 

A Ray of Sunshine 
It’s not a coincidence that Paz means 
“Peace” in Spanish. The Paz family 
is well known and loved at Crossnore 
Elementary School where they are a 
fixture at every event. Juan is a first 
grader there but the whole family 
stays involved in his education. He’s 
easy to spot, yes he’s the one with 
the crutches, but even more so, he’s 
the one with the great big smile on 
his face. One of his classmates 
summed it up best, “Juan, he’s got 
cerebral palsy…..but he’s not 
handicapped.”  

Like a ray of sunshine, little baby 
Yelenny entered the family last 
September.   

The Paz Family seems to blossom 
wherever they are planted. The 
Habitat Family Selection Committee 
had this to say on their first visit 

“The roof leaks badly, especially 
around the light fixtures. There is 
mold around the windows and in the 
carpet. The water pipes are all rusty 
and the water can not be used for 
drinking or cooking. In the living 
room, the ceiling appears ready to 
cave in. Even in these conditions, 
Angelica is a skilled homemaker who 
takes pride in caring for her home 
and family. She keeps her tiny trailer 
immaculately clean and graces it 
with delicate pieces of hand made 
lace.” 

Angelica and her husband Pragedix 
are no strangers to hard work. Fueled 
by an unwavering determination to 
provide a better future for their 
children, they managed to save 
enough money to purchase their own 
land. They have already completed 
their first 100 hours of sweat equity 
and completed all of their home-
owner classes. Now, as partners with 
Habitat for Humanity the Paz family 
will soon share a piece of the 
American dream…a home of their 
own.  

“For a long time we prayed for a 
better life with a home of our own, 
especially for the children to have a 
good future. We want them to have a 
sound and safe place to live and we 
tried. We saved our money and 
bought a lot. But we couldn’t get a 
bank loan. We are so thankful to God 
and to Habitat for Humanity for 
fulfilling our dream. I really can’t 
believe this is happening and 
probably won’t until the key to the 
front door is in our hands.  

I can’t believe how good and caring 
people are to help us toward making 
our dream become a reality. I am so 
grateful to God and thankful to 
Habitat for fulfilling our hopes and 
dreams. I hope that we will have the 
opportunity to help other families 
feel as happy as we do.”                                                  
-Angelica Paz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carpenter’s Helper 
Michael Guinn is a carpenter’s 
helper. That’s his job, and from what 
his boss says….well he’s pretty good 
at it.  

But as a single father, working hard 
to keep his family together, Michael 
Guinn is THE Carpenter’s helper, 
that’s his calling, and from what his 
kids say….well he’s just plain great 
at it. 

It’s hard raising a teenager today, but 
thirteen year old Catherine says her 
dad’s doing fine. It’s been tough                                                 
Continued on page 2 
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Angelica’s hope is to help other families. You can help her do that. 
Your tax deductible contribution to Habitat for Humanity will help 

eliminate poverty housing in Avery County 

Building houses & hope with God’s people in need. 
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PO Box 1016 � Newland, NC 28657 
828-733-1909 � 828-733-1669 fax 

www.averycohfh.org 
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Michael and Catherine Guinn share a birthday dinner with Greater Joy 
Fellowship in Newland. Catherine turned 14! Happy Birthday! 

though. Catherine and her dad have 
had to live with family. It’s crowded 
and it gets more crowded on 
weekends when her 3 and 4 year old 
brothers Gavin and Allen come to 
stay.   

The Guinn family has already 
completed classes in household 
budgeting and home maintenance 
and looks forward to completing the 
rest of their classes this spring. 
Michael has already started his 
“sweat equity” hours and Catherine 
can’t wait to help build her house. 
All Avery County Habitat for 
Humanity families attend classes to 
give them the tools they need to 
succeed as new homeowners.  

The Guinn home is set to begin 
construction this March and is jointly 
sponsored by the area Presbyterian 
Churches and Lees-McRae College.   
They are using a partnership 
initiative called “Apostles Build” to 
pool resources and share sponsorship 
costs. If you would like to learn how 
to partner with other churches or 
organizations in an “Apostles Build” 
please call us at 733-1909. 

The Guinn home will join the 
Nelsons home (completed last fall) in 
Avery Habitat’s new 40 acre 
development affectionately named 
“Milford Meadows”, in honor of 
retired minister Charles Milford.  

On the Road Again  
They’re on the road again and 
headed for Avery County. The 
Habitat for Humanity RV Care-A-
Vanners travel in their own 
recreational vehicles to Habitat For 
Humanity affiliates across the United 
States and Canada, building new 
friendships, building awareness of 
Habitat, and building decent houses 
in partnership with families in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RV Care-A-Vanners are men 
and women from all walks of life. 
They are single, married, retired, 
mid-career, or just out of school. 
They range widely in age, occupation 
and skill level. RV Care-A-Vanners 
are culturally diverse. What they 
share is a commitment to eliminating 
substandard housing and a 
willingness to learn from and partner 
with local affiliates and homeowner 
families. Additionally, each owns a 
recreational vehicle -- a motor home, 
trailer, a van or a tent -- in which he 
or she is able to live temporarily. 
This is the program's sole 
prerequisite. 
 
 A caravan usually lasts two weeks 
and includes six to 10 RV units. 
Participants in RV Care-A-Vanner 
programs cover their own expenses. 
They bring tools, energy, and a spirit 
of enthusiasm and flexibility. A 
caravan is a time for growth, 
fellowship, and service. The Care-A-
Vanners will be in Avery County 
from May 22 through June 4. If you 
have the opportunity to meet these 
kind and caring folks, please give 
them a warm Avery County 
welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? It’s easy to leave a 
legacy of hope, helping families in need. 

A bequest is a gift through a Will, made 
after your death from the property you 
own. Everyone should have a Will. 
Without one, your estate is at risk of 
being distributed according to state laws, 
with no consideration to your personal 
interests or the needs of those you love. 

A Will is the most fundamental part of 
an estate plan. It can easily be modified, 
without having to rewrite it, through a 
document called a codicil. In a Will, you 
can name an executor, designate 
guardians for minor children, describe 
your assets, and specify how and to 
whom you want to direct them after your 
lifetime. 

Through your Will, you can help ensure 
the future of our work by naming Avery 
County Habitat for Humanity the 
beneficiary of a specific dollar amount, a 
percentage of your residual estate or a 
contingent beneficiary. Any gift by 
bequest to Habitat for Humanity will 
reduce your estate taxes and help ensure 
the construction of homes to uplift the 
lives of families in need for generations 
to come.  
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“Nope, you can’t get hash browns with it” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…but Sandy Fogleman, Former 
owner of the Bear Trail Café in 
Newland, is serving up sizzling deals 
and heaping orders of southern 
hospitality at the Habitat Home 
Store.  After 27 years in the food  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

service industry Sandy says “I 
decided to go on a stress free diet. 
I’m doing something I want to do 
and I enjoy doing!”  

The Home Store is very excited to 
announce the opening of its second 
location! The new store will be 
opening in Banner Elk in the Eric’s 
Wine and Cheese Shopping Center.  

The main location in Newland will 
continue to carry large furniture and 
building materials while the second 
location will focus on art and 
antiques. Stop in and shop where 
your bargain can be someone’s 
blessing! 

The HOME STORE accepts items in 
good condition for resale to the 
public with all proceeds going to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

support Habitat’s mission of building 
affordable homes for deserving 
families. 

Habitat Home Store Hours       
Tuesday -Friday 10:00-5:30  

Saturday 10:00-3:00 

The Home Store accepts donations of 
the following: 

Furniture, household items, 
appliances, electronics, 
windows, doors, light 

fixtures, and plumbing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The only items we do are unable to 
accept are clothing, food, and 
bedding. Pick up service is available. 
For more information call 733-2025 

 

Habifacts 
 

Question: Are Habitat for Humanity homes “given away”? 
Answer: Definitely NOT! Habitat For Humanity is an ecumenical Christian housing ministry that seeks to provide simple, 
decent homes, while at the same time allowing Habitat partner families to become self sufficient in their lives. Habitat for 
Humanity families pay a mortgage just like anyone else purchasing a home.  

Habitat is a hand up..not a hand out. 
Habitat for Humanity homes are sold to our partner families at cost with a 0% interest loan, that is repaid directly back to Habitat 
for Humanity over a 20 year period of time. As these monthly house payments are made to the Habitat for Humanity affiliate, 
they are recycled back into building additional homes in the community. Habitat homeowners also pay property taxes and water 
and sewer fees (where applicable), contributing to the infrastructure of the entire community. 

Habitat strengthens communities. 
In addition to repaying a no interest loan back to Habitat for Humanity, partner families are also required to work a minimum 
500 hours of “sweat equity” volunteer labor, either helping build their own Habitat for Humanity Home, or the home of a 
neighbor. This concept of “sweat equity” is a crucial component of our housing program, as the hours and effort put into 
building their own home reinforces the ownership concept, insuring that the home is properly cared for over the years. 

Habitat for Humanity homes are places for happy memories! 
Since 1993, Avery County Habitat for Humanity has built 20 homes, providing safe, simple, decent housing for over 100 men, 
women, and children. 
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AmeriCorps 
Meet Jennifer Faulkner and Michael 
Mulford, Habitat’s AmeriCorps 
members. Jennifer joins us from the 
Florida school system where she was 
involved with several service 
learning projects. With a degree in 
social work, Jennifer spent much of 
her career working with “at risk” and 
disabled youth. When looking for an 
AmeriCorps opportunity Jennifer felt 
that Avery County would be a good 
experience for her daughter Kaley. 
Jennifer has so much to offer the 
community that we hope she’ll 
consider sticking around for a long 
long time! 

Michael joins us after graduating 
from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta. “I spent my 
senior year weighing post-graduation 
options and realized I would like to 
spend time pursuing a meaningful 
venture.”  Mikey says his 
engineering training has taught him 
to consider challenges from many 
different angles, which definitely 
proves useful at Habitat. Mikey's 
hard work has been very meaningful 
to the lives he’s changed in Avery 
County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Break 
There was no suntan lotion, 
swimsuits, or beach parties for 20 
students from the University of 
Scranton. These students chose,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

instead, to take up their hammers and 
head for the mountains….our 
mountains!  

These motivated young 
Pennsylvanians called Avery County 
their home for the week of March 
20th while they worked to build a 
better home for God’s people in 
need. They are dedicated to the idea 
that poverty housing and 
homelessness are socially, politically, 
and religiously unacceptable in our 
nation.  

Betsy Dunn, Director of Campus 
Outreach at Lees-McRae College, 
did an excellent job of coordinating 
the effort. She enlisted the support of 
Lees-McRae students in welcoming 
their fellow “Spring Breakers.” 

The students stayed at the Newland 
Presbyterian Social Hall for the week 
and were fed lunch by the generous 
cooperative donation of Saint 
Bernadette’s Catholic Church, 
Fabio’s Italian Restaurant, 
Gadabout’s Catering, Fred’s 
Backside Deli, and Dunn’s Deli.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you help? 
 
Construction isn’t the only volunteer 
opportunity at Habitat. There are 
many ways to help. 
 
Habitat Home Store Is shopping 
your hobby? Do you have a creative 
side? Are you a customer service 
superstar? Habitat needs you at the 
Home Store. 
 
Office Help If you have free time 
during the week stop by the office 
and lend a helping hand. Are you a 
writer at heart? The newsletter needs 
you.  
 
Family Services  Sponsor a family, 
mentor the child of a habitat 
homeowner, or work with the family 
selection committee.  Make a 
difference in someone’s life today. 
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Habitat For Humanity Friends 
Our heroes who truly put their faith into action. 

 
Altamont United Methodist Church 
Arbordale Presbyterian Church 
Steve Alley 
Ellen Anderson 
Glenn and Carol Arthur 
Avery United Methodist Parish 
Banner Elk Discount Furniture 
Banner Elk Presbyterian Church 
Banner Elk United Methodist Church 
Eliza Bagley 
Beatrice Banner 
Banner Cabinets 
Margaret Beery 
Dorothy Blair 
Buck and Betty Blankenship 
Tom Bledsoe 
Jane Boyer 
Dorothy Boyles 
Ward Breidenthal 
William Brotherton 
Horace Brumit 
R.E. Bullock 
Samuel Burton 
Burns Construction 
Down By The River 
C.S. Signs 
Stewart Carlton 
John Chapman 
John and Dorothy Chisholm 
Christmas Tree Hill Nursery 
David Cole 
Combs Electric 
Thomas Cookerly 
Jonathan Cox 
John Crosland 
Matthew Cullinane 
Claude Cullum 
David and Catherine Currie 
John Davis 
Stephen Davis 
Donna and William Dicks 
Alan Dickson 
Thomas Dickson 
Dunn’s Deli 
Alfred Earwood 
Alleine Echerd 
Mary Elder 
Elk Park United Methodist Church 
F.C. and Ellie Ellenburg 
J.D. and Annie Ellis 
Mary Estep 
 

April Estes 
Fabio’s Italian Restaurant 
First Baptist Church of Newland 
Fletcher Presbyterian Church 
Robert Foster 
Benny Frazier 
Fred’s Backside Deli 
Irvin Fryberger 
Paul Hagen 
Kenneth Hall 
Bruce Hawkins Eric Gadol 
Anne Graybill 
George and Sally Gunn 
Marie Gwynn 
GDS 
Gadabouts Catering 
William George 
Forrest and Nancy Heath 
Jane Heath 
Randall Hembree 
James Hodnett 
Edward Hood 
Ellen Horney 
Michael Hughes 
Doris Hulse 
Robert Ingalls 
Arch and Daisy Ingram 
Jonas Ridge United Methodist Church 
Louise and Richard Jackson 
Janet James 
Jane Johnson 
Max Jones 
Robert Jones 
Cynthia Keller 
Robert and Martha Key 
Ruth Kidd 
Gerald and Barbara Killam 
Patricia Kullenberg 
H.C. Laverman 
Willa and Joseph Lahey 
Richard and Carol Larson 
Margaret Lawson 
Robert Links 
Linville Land Harbor 
Linville United Methodist Church 
Mark Littlejohn 
Michael Manis 
William and Rebecca Marsha 
Donald Martin 
Eleanor Martin 
J.W. Martin 
Jeanne McBrayer 
 

Boyd McCloud 
Elayne McCormack 
Gene McGarr 
James McMillan 
L.D. McMillan 
Peyton Miles 
Charlie Milford 
M.T. Milford 
Jean Minford 
Minneapolis United Methodist Church 
David Moore 
Hugh Morton 
Elizabeth Raft 
Joe Ramseur 
Saint Bernadette’s Catholic Church 
Carol Reuss 
Bill Rezanka 
Steve Robbins 
Nat Rogers 
Dana Rominger 
Pisgah United Methodist Church 
Newland Presbyterian Church 
Newland United Methodist Church 
Scott Nichols 
Clyde Persons 
Kenneth Powell 
Lee Sallee 
Carol Schaffer 
Teri Seegers 
Raleigh Shoemaker 
Elaine Strickland 
Myra Sudderth 
Sugar Mountain Nursery 
Sunrise Services 
Glenn Taylor 
James Taylor 
Thomas Taylor 
Barbara Teague 
Christopher Turner 
Patrick Turner 
Rachel Turner 
Timothy Turner 
Thomas Vann 
Ed Vinez 
Frank Warriner 
WNC Baptist Alliance 
Sandra Woodard 
Betty Zimmerman 
Volunteers 
Home Store customers and donors 
All who pray for the Habitat ministry 
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Apostles Build 
“Apostles Build” is quickly 
becoming a catch phrase here at 
Avery County Habitat for Humanity. 
It was a success last year when 
Keith and Tabitha Nelson’s home 
was built and it’s been an 
indispensable part of the Guinn 
family’s home. It’s at work right 
now, putting together a sponsorship 
for the Paz family, but what is it? 

The Apostles Build is a partnership 
initiative that Tom and Bonnie 
Chamberlin created in rural Moncks 
Corner, SC. (population 10,000) It’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a great way for churches to 
become involved in the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity, and they 
have encouraged other affiliates to 
give it a try. 

In rural areas, not many churches 
feel they can sponsor the whole 
cost of a Habitat house. But the 
Apostles Build allows any church to 
“adopt” one twelfth of the project. 
Larger churches may choose a 
double portion. Even the build 
schedule is broken down into 
twelve weeks, easily enabling a 
church to “adopt” the week that 
best fits their schedule. Sharing the 
cost of sponsorship benefits  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

everyone and the opportunity to 
fellowship with other congregations 
is priceless.  

Avery County Habitat for Humanity 
facilitated an Apostles Build 
partnership last fall with local 
Methodist churches to sponsor the 
Nelson home. It was successful 
again this year in partnering local 
Presbyterian churches and Lees-
McRae College to sponsor the 
Guinn home. Habitat is hoping to 
put together a Baptist church 
sponsorship for the Paz home. If 
you would like to schedule a 
presentation in your church please 
call 733-1909. 

A Message from the President 
 

 

     “Our God, our hope in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
Our shelter from the stormy blast and our eternal home.” 

 
Dear Habitat Friends,  
     On the eve of our big storm and flood in September, we dedicated “Charlie’s House” in Milford 
Meadows. What a great weekend we had with our partners from Park Road Baptist Church in 
Charlotte! And what a joy to see the foundation is completed for our second home at Milford 
Meadows, the Guinn house. This Presbyterian/Lees-McRae Build is well under way. 
     During the recent storms and floods, both in our homeland and in Asia, I have thought a lot about 
our ministry – a ministry of sheltering – providing decent housing for folks in need here in Avery 
County and beyond.  
      During August, I was privileged to visit Guatemala and El Salvador. In San Lucas, Guatemala I 
saw a community where Habitat for Humanity is building modest, earthquake-resistant homes for 
families just like our families. Bright children’s faces shine amid the poverty and deprivation common 
to 80% of the population there. 
     We are bringing hope to over 10,000 Guatemala families who now live in Habitat houses in that 
Central American country. We here at Avery County Habitat for Humanity tithe a portion of our 
income each year to these Habitat efforts in Guatemala. That means we have contributed the cost of a 
house there for every house we have built in Avery County. I hope that is an aspect of our mission 
that we will keep in mind as we grow together. 
     I just learned recently that Habitat for Humanity in Guatemala also tithes it’s income and an 
Affiliate on our Gulf Coast has received a gift from our partners in Guatemala to help with the 
reconstruction and relief efforts still underway here in the U.S.A. May that humble us and renew our 
commitment to service and sharing within the larger community of God’s people.     
       Yours Truly, 
       George Gunn, President 
       Board of Directors 
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What is Carpenter’s Club? 
Carpenter’s Club is a group of 
individuals, families, businesses, 
and organizations committed to 
providing a reliable financial 
foundation at the outset of each 
new construction project. Your 
support helps ensure Habitat’s 
important mission. 

Carpenters Club is an excellent 
way to get your classroom, Sunday 
school class, book club, sports 
team, hobby group, fishing buddies, 
even the guys/gals at the office 
involved in Habitat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to join Carpenter’s Club? 
Simply agree to make a donation to 
Avery County Habitat for Humanity. 
Your donation can be on an annual 
basis or for each home built. 

If your donation is per home, you 
will be notified and asked to give 
the same amount towards the next 
home. 

Work will begin on the next home 
as soon as sufficient funds have 
been raised. 

You may cancel your participation 
in the Carpenter’s Club for any 
reason, at any time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can my church join?  

Absolutely. Habitat for Humanity is 
an excellent way for every church 
to put faith into action. Avery 
County Habitat for Humanity 
partners with several local 
churches. We will also send 
information about becoming a 
covenant church. 

Can my business join? 
Absolutely. When we receive your 
pledge form we will send an Avery 
County Habitat for Humanity 
“Business Builds” certificate to 
display. Your business will also be 
listed quarterly in our newsletter 
and on our website. Together we 
can work to make our community a 
better place for all. 
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Avery County Habitat for Humanity – Building houses and hope in partnership with God’s people in need. 
 

Carpenter’s Club Member Card 
 

�    Nailing Partner    $25 per house  �    Roofing Partner       $100 per house   
�    Painting Partner    $50 per house  �    Framing Partner       $150 per house   
�    Finishing Partner   $75 per house  �    Foundation Partner   $250 per house  
 
I/We have enclosed $______to fulfill our pledge of $______ per house to help build simple decent houses. 
 
Name_________________________________________________ Phone________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________City_________________State_____Zip__________ 

 
Please complete this Carpenter’s Club card and return it in the self addressed envelope provided. 

Thank you for your commitment to eliminate substandard housing in Avery County! 
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Avery County Habitat For Humanity 

Post Office Box 1016 

Newland, NC 28657 
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Avery County Habitat For Humanity  
 

Board of Directors 
George Gunn   President 
Marie Gwyn      Vice President 
Betsy Dunn        Secretary   
Debbie Powers    Treasurer 
Charlie Milford   Life Member 
Leslie Carter  
Carla Chamblee 
Jim Ciociola 
Susan Clark 
Boyd McCloud 
Jack Watson 
Sallie Woodring 
 

Staff 
Randy Hembree  Executive Director 
Herb Isaacs   Construction Coordinator 
Brian Powers ReStore Manager 
Lisa Smith   Resource Dev. Director 
Melanie Burgin  Office Manager 
Jennifer Faulkner   AmeriCorps 
Michael Mulford    AmeriCorps 
 

Office:  49 Paradise Lane 
            Rhoney’s View 
            Newland 
Mail: PO Box 1016 
 Newland, NC 28657 
 (828) 733-1909 
 (828) 733-1669 fax 
 www.averycohfh.org 

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Name: Donna Autry 

Date of Birth: December 7 
 

Origins: Born in California, but raised right                                                      
here in Avery County in Crossnore. 

Profession: Teacher for 26 years! Donna                                                           
taught for a short while in Maryland, but                                                          
returned to teach at Crossnore Elementary. 

Number of Years Volunteering: One year 

Area of Volunteering: Habitat Home Store. After retirement, Donna became a 
caregiver for her elderly mother- in- law and felt inspired to get out and do 
something for her community. 

Favorite Memory: “After the floods. I remember so many people pouring in who 
desperately needed help. Watching Brian, our store manager reach out so 
sincerely to these people in need was incredibly touching.” 

Greatest Lesson Learned: “The most valuable gift you will ever receive 
and the most pleasure you will ever experience is what you do for 
others. You have to give back.” 


