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    Over the past year, Arbor Dale, Banner Elk, Crossnore, 
Fletcher, and Newland Presbyterian Churches, along with 
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Char-
lotte, raised the funds to  sponsor the 
construction of a Habitat Home. In ad-
dition to finances, the congregations 
have also provided several dedicated 
volunteers. Covenant Presbyterian 
even sent a mission team of eleven 
volunteers during the first week of 
September to assist in construction.  
    The mission team stayed at the 
Gilmer Community Center (Avery Habitat’s lodging facility 
for out-of-town work groups), and spent their days in the 
Frank community pounding nails and laying shingles.  
Many local volunteers joined the mission team, only stop-
ping long 
enough to 
enjoy the 
delicious 
lunches pro-
vided by the 
local congre-
gations. 
Much work 
was accom-
plished that week, included deck building, blue board in-
stallation, roof installation, and myriad other projects. 
The Winters Family, who will be the new homeowners, 
hope to move in by Christmas.   

Our Mission:  

Seeking to put God’s love in action,  
Habitat for Humanity brings people     
together to build homes, communities, 
and hope. 

Faith Build Update Greetings,  
 

   On this late October morning the ground is white 
across our mountains, a sign of the coming season. 
For two partner families, the Champions and  Adams, 
the warmth of their new homes will provide a safe 
haven for the winter. These homes are only made 
possible by the generous support of folks like you.   
   Currently, the home for the Winters family is near 
completion on the exterior, and the interior finish is 
underway. Depending on the weather over the next 
two months, their home, located in the Frank com-
munity, should be complete by year end or early next 
year. This home was generously sponsored by several 
Presbyterian churches from the area and a partnering 
church from Charlotte, who have sent many dedicat-
ed volunteers to help along the way. 
   Our coming winter project is located in the Old 
Beech Mountain Community. The foundation and in-
frastructure are underway, and we will begin work as 
soon as the weather breaks in February or March. 
Jennie Jordan and her daughter Cheyenne are excited 
about a new energy efficient home to call their own.    
   We continue to build three homes per year, giving 
families a hand up and helping them attain the dream 
of homeownership. Please pray for our affiliate and 
partner families. If you know a family who is in need 
of a home, please contact our office for further infor-
mation and qualifications. Thanks for your support!  
 
Building on Faith, 
Terry Woodruff, Executive Director 
 
 

Autumn McNay & Jean Brooks, Women Build Day 

Kay Wheeler from the Covenant Mission Team 



Brian and Tonya Adams are excited to move into 
their new home! 

Home Dedication 

Thank you to all our volunteers 
that helped build affordable, ener-
gy efficient homes for our partner 
families:  
 

Baxter Work Group, Marion NC  

Avery High School Carpentry Class, Newland NC  

Gannon University, Erie PA  

Suffolk University, Boston MA  

Otterbein College, Westerville OH 

Culpeper Presbyterian, Culpeper VA  

Camp Linn Haven Group 

Media Presbyterian, Media PA  

Greene Memorial UMC, Roanoke VA   

Taiwanese/American Fellowship Presbyterian,   
New Brunswick NJ 

Camp Lutherock 

Little Chapel on the Boardwalk Presbyterian,  
Wilmington NC   

Lees-McRae College Work Group, Banner Elk NC  

Seven Oaks Presbyterian, Columbia SC   

Women Build Participants 

Arbor Dale Presbyterian   

Banner Elk Presbyterian 

Crossnore Presbyterian  

Fletcher Presbyterian 

Newland Presbyterian 

Covenant Presbyterian, Charlotte NC  

Tuesday Work Group 

Thursday Work Group  

Volunteer Spotlight 
   In 2006, Sam and Darlene Oaks, along with their two 
children, were selected as a Habitat partner family. 
Like all of our partner families, the Oaks completed 
hundreds of “sweat equity” hours and education clas-
ses to prepare for homeownership. Their earning pow-
er was limited at the time, but Sam’s strong work ethic 
allowed him to maintain a series of odd jobs. His wife 
Darlene was disabled and unable to work; however, 
Sam’s income was sufficient to meet Habitat’s income 
guidelines. Their two children, Heather and Josh, were 
both high school students at the time. 
   In 2007, the Oaks family moved into their new Habi-
tat home, which is located in the Milford Meadows 
community of 
Elk Park. Two 
years later in 
2009, not one, 

but three 
dreams came 
true for the 
Oaks family - 
Heather, Josh, 
and Sam completed their high school education. 
Heather and Josh at Avery High School, and Sam at 
Mayland Community College. In addition to earning his 
GED, Sam also earned certificates in small engine re-
pair and HVAC systems. 
    Fast-forward four years to 2013, and Sam now 
works full-time for Avery County Schools. His son, Josh, 
works for Yellow Mountain Enterprises. Heather, the 
Oaks’ daughter, decided to take a different path be-
fore entering the work force, and this past spring she 
walked across the stage at Western Carolina Universi-

ty, a first generation college graduate. Heather 
completed a B.S. in criminal 
justice and a minor in Span-
ish, which will be put to good 
use this fall as she begins her 
new job with the Burke Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department. 
    The Oaks family has be-
come just one of the many 
success stories we tell, espe-
cially since they’ve never 
missed a mortgage payment. 
Join us in applauding the 
Oaks, and let’s keep changing 

lives. 

 9 Years Later  
Catching Up with the Oaks 

Sam, Heather, & Josh (Avery Journal 2009) 

The Completed Home, Oct. 2013 



    This summer and fall, Avery Habitat hosted three 
Care-a-Vanner work groups from around the United 
States. Care-a-Vanners are dedicated Habitat volun-
teers who travel the country in their RV’s, working 
at various Habitat for Humanity affiliates along the 
way. Since these volunteers are serving full-time, 
most possess an abundance of construction 
knowledge and skill, help-
ing them to jump in on all 
types of projects. One of 
the Care-a-Vanners we 
hosted this year has com-
pleted over 100, two-week 
trips with the Care-a-
Vanners and was even a 
part of the interview com-
mittee when Avery Habitat 
hired Terry, our executive 
director, nearly seven 
years ago!  

Care-A-Vanners 

    I met Barrett Gilmer in a 
closet. Being newly retired, 
I wanted to get involved 
with Habitat for Humanity. 
Following directions to find 
the right person to see, I 
found Barrett in the closet 
of a house under construc-
tion on Paradise Lane. We 
spent the rest of the after-
noon working in that closet 

and talking a lot. One gets to know another really 
well while working in tight quarters!  
    I have rarely met a person so gracious, and with 
such a wonderful sense of humor. His heart was 
huge! Over the years I came to know Barrett better, 
and was constantly amazed at what the Lord was able 
to get done through this humble man. All of us need 
to pray for the many emerging saints who will be 
needed to carry on what Barrett started and blessed.  
    I know Barrett was very disappointed when the day 
came for him to put his hammer down. It did not 
gather dust however, as he finally started on the 
“Honey Do” list Dudley had patiently kept for years. 
We will miss him, but his spirit lives on in us. His smile 
and welcoming presence will be with all who have 
been fortunate to know him, so let us continue his 
labor of love and the ministry of the hammer.  

Thanks, Barrett!  

New Staff Member 
    In October, Jor-
dan Slagle joined 
the ACHFH team 
as the Develop-
ment Director. Jor-
dan  joined her 
husband Kyle in 
Banner Elk after 
they got married in 
January of 2013. 
Jordan is  from 

Elon, NC and moved to the mountains to attend Ap-
palachian State University, where she earned a de-
gree in Public Relations with a minor in Business. 
We’re excited to have her join our team and hope 
that you will show her a warm welcome!  

 

Get Involved  

Interested in volunteering your time, gifts, & re-
sources? ACHFH has many opportunities to plug  
you in: 

 Become a Family Support Mentor 

 Provide our partner families with sup-
port and encouragement throughout 
our program 

 Volunteer at the ACHFH ReStore 

 Organizing, pricing, & customer service 

 Volunteer on the Construction Site 

 Opportunities from footers to shingles, 
and everything in between 

 Contribute Financial Support 

 Put directly towards our efforts to pro-
vide safe, energy efficient homes in 
our local community 

 
For more information on any of these opportuni-
ties, please contact us at info@averycohfh.org or 
(828) 733-1909. 

By: Ed Neff  

Carol Dunn,  a Care-A-
Vanner from Lansing, MI 

Jordan & her  
husband Kyle 



Autumn Mountain 
Classic 

   This fall, Elk Riv-
er Club hosted 
the inaugural Au-
tumn Mountain 
Classic, a charity 
event with all pro-
ceeds benefitting 
Avery Habitat. 
The tournament 

took place on October 14th and was structured as a 
“One Best Ball of the Foursome” tournament.  
   “We’re excited to have given this opportunity to 
Avery Habitat,” says Toni Littleton, General Manager 
of Elk River Club. “Several of our members already 
support Habitat independently, so to offer a tourna-
ment is a natural extension of our members’ good-
will.” In 2009, members from Elk River Club united to 
sponsor an entire Habitat Home. 
    Avery Habitat would like to congratulate the win-
ners of this year’s tournament. The Gross Winners, 
with a score of 63, were Thom Goeken, Stan Becton, 
Tom Cavanaugh, and Jay Herring.  The Net Winners, 
with a Score of 53, were Clint Carraway, Brian Tapio, 
Lew Halter, and Jan Mercer.   
    “We want to express our utmost gratitude to Elk 
River Club,” says Terry Woodruff, Executive Director 
of Avery Habitat. “Both the Club and its members are 
an essential part of our community, and we look for-
ward to partnering with them for years to come.” For 
more information about the tournament or to view 
additional tournament photos, please visit 
www.averycohfh.org, find us on Facebook, or call 
Avery County Habitat for Humanity at 828-733-1909. 

2013 Winner 

    This summer, seven Avery County community 
members took what they already do – BBQ’s, pool 
parties, and games – and used it to benefit Avery 
County Habitat for Humanity. From July 1st until Au-
gust 9th, each contestant competed in Avery Habitat’s 
inaugural “Big Cheese” event, a six-week fundraising 
competition to see which community member could 
raise the most funding for Avery Habitat’s next home.  
    Contestants could raise funds in any ethical manner 
they chose. They could host a cookout, send letters to 
friends, or even stand at the town stoplight with a 
bucket (with 
the appropri-
ate permis-
sion, of 
course). Com-
munity mem-
bers were en-
couraged to 
donate online 
in support of 
their favorite 
contestant by 
visiting 
www.averycohfh.org/big-cheese, where one could 
find contestant photos, bios, and a unique “Donate” 
button for each contestant. The contestant who 
raised the most funds was crowned the 2013 “Big 
Cheese” of Avery County.   
        Congratulations to Babette McAuliffe, the 2013 
Big Cheese! Babette raised a total of $2,263 in sup-
port of Avery Habitat, with the Big Cheese competi-
tion as a whole raising over $7,600 to help build 
homes for Habitat partner families. Babette was 
crowned “The 2013 Big Cheese” at Avery Habitat’s 
Annual Summer Dance, which took place on Satur-
day, August 17th at Mountain Glen Country Club. The 
fun-filled evening included a buffet dinner, DJ, danc-
ing, and Elvis and Dolly Parton impersonators.  

Warming up on the putting green 

Babette & Tom McAuliffe, Sherry & Fred Abernethy 

Babette McAuliffe, Publisher & Editor of 
Carolina Mountain Life Magazine 



 New Partner Families  

Trading Spaces 
    Growing fami-
lies need room to 
grow, and that’s 
just what hap-
pened for the 
Hurlberts, a Habi-
tat partner family 
from 2008. Jessica 
Munsell, a mother 
of three, recently 

married Daniel Hurlbert, who also had three children 
of his own. Unfortunately, Jessica’s three bedroom 
Habitat home was no longer enough space for the 
family. 
    Conveniently for the Hurlberts, Avery Habitat had 
just acquired a four bedroom house from a previous 
partner family who was moving out of the area. The 
home was in great shape and only needed a new coat 
of paint, thus the Board of Directors decided to offer 
the home to the Hurlbert family, who were thrilled at 
the offer of extra space. Mortgage documents were 
then transferred and updated to reflect the increased 
size of the new home, creating only a minimal increase 
in the Hurlbert’s monthly mortgage payment. Tonight, 

thanks to the extra bedroom, the Hurlbert children 
will only share a room with one other sibling, rather 
than sleeping three to a bedroom. 
    As an added benefit, the Hurlberts’ relocation 
meant that their house was now available for a new 
Habitat partner family. Robin and Robert Greene, 
along with their three children, who were already 
completing their sweat equity, toured the home and 
fell in love. 
They gracious-
ly accepted 
Habitat’s offer 
to lease the 
house until 
their sweat 
equity was 
completed, at 
which time 
they would 
officially close on the property sale and have their 
lease payments credited towards the final purchase 
price. Thanks to this opportunity, the Greenes are 
now in their new home nearly eight months ahead of 
schedule. 

The Hurlbert Family 

Robin & Robert Greene 

    Hanick Family 
(Begins in Summer 
2014): Anthony & Ka-
wana along with their 
two children, Hali & 
Lettie, live in an 80’s 
single wide trailer.  
They have worked to 
improve their current 
residence, but the 
interior air quality is 
still a problem.  They 
fight against mold, 

mildew and poor insulation. By purchasing an Energy 
Star & System Vision certified Habitat Home, air quality 
will no longer be a detriment to their health. Anthony 
has worked for The Club at Linville Ridge for two years 
& also with Sugar Mountain Ski Resort; Kawana cur-
rently is a stay at home mom.  Their home will be in 
the Milford Meadows Community of Elk Park.  

    Yelton Family 
Update:  Danny 
and Crystal, along 
with their neph-
ew Gregory, were 
approved as a 
Habitat partner 
family last fall, 
with their home 
scheduled to be 

built upon donated family land. While waiting for the 
completion of their home, however, the Yeltons have 
had a few joyful surprises. This summer, Avery Habitat 
was able to provide transitional housing for the Yeltons 
until the completion of their home, which has alleviat-
ed many of the hardships created by their previous res-
idence. The home has also welcomed a new addition to 
their family, as the Yeltons celebrated the birth of a 
new baby boy, Dravin, this past July. In 2014, the ex-
panded Yelton family is scheduled to move into their 
new Habitat home. 
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Board of Directors:  
 
Tom Allison, President  
Morgan Suddreth, Vice President  
Ed Neff, Secretary/Treasurer  

 
Fred Abernethy                 Ellis Bennett 
Mitch Marlowe                  Todd Hefner  
Ben Price                         Susan Clark  
Jack Watson                     Roland Zill  
Leah Willis  
 
Staff:  
 
Terry Woodruff, Executive Director  
Corey Bullock, Development Director  
Jordan Slagle, Development Director  
Melanie Burgin, Office & Programs Manager  
Michael Sheppard, Construction Supervisor  
Lisa Whittington, ReStore Manager  
Doris Shomaker, ReStore Clerk  
Lynn Brown, ReStore Driver/Clerk  
 
How to Contact Us:  
http://www.averycohfh.org  
Or send email to info@averycohfh.org 
Look us up on Facebook!  
 
ReStore:  
2170 Millers Gap Hwy, Newland - (828) 733-2025 
 
Office in the Gilmer Community Center:  
151 Friendship Lane, Elk Park - (828) 733-1909 

Home & Garden Tour 
 
   This September, 
Avery County 
Habitat for Hu-
manity hosted its 
first Home & Gar-
den Tour at The 
Farm of Banner 
Elk. Nearly 200 
guests toured 
four beautiful es-

tates within The Farm, ranging from a contemporary 
home built in 2004 to a restored, 125 year old farm-
house. Each of the homes, in their own unique way, 
celebrates the beauty and heritage of the Appalachi-
an Mountains.  Avery County Habitat wishes to ex-
press its sincere gratitude to each of the homeowners 
for their generosity and kindness, as well as to those 
who attended. To view a snapshot of the photos from 
the tour, please visit Avery County Habitat’s Face-
book page.  


